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Hundreds of thousands at risk of becoming homeless due to Federal 
cutbacks. Community rallies to demand end to homelessness crisis.  
 
(Toronto, ON) – Housing advocates will be rallying for National Housing Day at Yonge-
Dundas Square this Friday November 21st at 12:00pm to speak out against the alarming 
rise in homelessness in Canada. The Harper government’s annoucement that they will 
not be renewing subsidies for rent geared to income co-op and social housing will put an 
additional 365,000 people at risk of being homeless. 38 groups and organizations across 
the city have endorsed the call for a national housing strategy and a stop to housing cuts 
by the Federal government.  
 
“The Federal government’s refusal to renew housing subsidies means that hundreds of 
thousands of people will be put at risk of losing their homes. We are speaking up today 
because housing is a human right, yet we have a worsening homelessness crisis in one 
of the world’s richest countries. We are demanding a national housing strategy and 
adequate investment in housing to prevent and eventually end homelessness,” says 
Helen Luu, a member of the Right to Housing Coalition.  
 
Speakers at the rally will include Tanya Gulliver, one of the authors of the recently 
released The State of Homelessness in Canada 2014 report which has garnered 
widespread concern across the country. Four other speakers will be telling their 
personal stories about being homeless or precariously housed. Following the rally, there 
will be a forum at Church of the Holy Trinity (10 Trinity Sq.) from 2:00pm-5:00pm with 
a debate about the popular but controversial Housing First approach, and a discussion 
on the right to housing, with guest speakers from Toronto, Montreal and Vancouver.  
 
The Toronto rally is part of a national day of action with groups in Montreal, Ottawa, 
Thunder Bay, Winnipeg, Saskatoon, Edmonton, Vancouver and Whitehorse calling the 
Federal government for a national housing strategy and a stop to the cuts. 14 years after 
the first National Housing Day was observed, Canada still does not have a national 
housing strategy and remains the only G8 nation without one. 
 
For more information on the rally and forum:  
http://righttohousing.wordpress.com  
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