
Vote Housing For All:  
Join our collective voices across Canada to call for the right to housing!  
 
We have an affordable housing and homelessness crisis in Canada and the government is doing little to fix it. 
As the October 2015 federal election approaches, send a strong message to all political parties: we want a 
national housing strategy now!  
 
In Canada, we have 150,000 to 300,000 people who are visibly homeless, and 450,000 to 900,000 people 
among the “hidden homeless.” In 2009, Miloon Kothari, the UN Special Rapporteur on Housing, called the 
housing and homelessness crisis in Canada a “national emergency.” Homelessness costs the Canadian 
economy $7 billion annually (including emergency shelters, social services, healthcare and corrections).  
Yet, Canada remains the only G8 nation in the world without a national housing strategy, and the federal 
government continues to cut funding to housing and homelessness programs. 

 
The crisis is about to get worse. Social housing is the safety net that houses those who might otherwise be at 
risk of homelessness. In Canada, 365,000 low income households are at risk of losing their homes because 
the Federal government refuses to renew subsidies for social housing. Without federal government support, 
many providers of social housing will have to raise rents to market levels or sell their affordable units to make 
ends meet. Residents who can’t pay the higher price will face economic eviction. 

 

We are calling for the federal government to ensure that everyone has adequate housing. We need a 
national housing strategy that is adequately funded and is developed in consultation with all levels of 
government (including First Nations, Métis governments, and Inuit Land Claim Organizations), key 
community stakeholders, and individuals living in precarious housing situations. 
 
A national housing strategy must include: 

 re-investment in co-op, public and social housing by renewing and expanding the federal subsidies with 
dedicated federal funding of $2 billion per year to maintain existing housing 

 investment in building new affordable housing and other housing solutions to end homelessness with 
dedicated federal funding of an additional $2 billion per year 

 measures to address the needs of those most vulnerable to precarious housing and homelessness, 
including Aboriginal communities (both on and off reserve), recent immigrants, racialized communities,  
lone parent families and single seniors, women fleeing violence and abuse, people with disabilities and 
chronic illnesses, youth, people on social assistance, and the working poor 

 measureable goals and timelines for implementation, provisions for public monitoring and reporting on 
the strategy’s performance and impact, and appropriate supporting policies, programs, and legislation  

Join the Vote Housing For All campaign!  
housing4all.ca  
righttohousing.wordpress.com 
acto.ca  
 
#votehousing4all  


